The Utopian Satirist

qualities. Mr. Whibley justly compares him
to Defoe, both for his easy simplicity and for
his power of realistic narrative. To make one
believe in Gulliver's Travels was an even greater
feat than that of convincing one that Robinson
Crusoe really did keep his hold on the rock
till the waves abated, land, build a hut, read
the Bible to his parrot, make a hat out of goat-
skins and see a cannibal's footprints on the
sand. But Swift does it, and with the most
wonderfully cunning touches of verisimilitude.
How pathetically true Gulliver's longing, when
amongst the kindly giants of Brobdingnag,
to be " among people with whom I could con-
verse upon even terms, and walk about the
streets and fields without fear of being trod to
death like a frog or a young puppy " ; and still
more that other flash :

" I likewise broke my right shin against the
shell of a snail, which I happened to stumble
over, as I was walking alone, and thinking on
poor England."

But Defoe, outside straight narration, was
clumsy. His satires are almost unreadable/
Swift was a supreme ironist: he was as great
at saying something by saying its opposite as
he was at direct story-telling. That he should
have chosen irony as his method of attacking
abuses was natural.

For he was, at bottom, a very reticent man.
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